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The grace, exuberance, beauty, strength and 
emotion of dancers are on display in three 
media — sculpture, painting and photography 
— in a new exhibit at the Thomas J. Walsh 
Art Gallery at Fairfield University in Fairfield 
through Jan. 15. The respective artists pre-
sented in Dance are Marc Mellon of Redding, 
Jane Sutherland of Fairfield and Philip Trager, 
also of Fairfield.

A dozen of Mellon’s classically styled bronz-
es are featured, ranging from seven inches tall 
to three over-life-size works, and include the 
first public exhibition of two his recent pas 
de deux bronzes — Loft and Taking Flight 
— inspired by Christopher Wheeldon’s After 
The Rain. Wheeldon won the Tony Award 
for Best Choreography this year for his work 
in An American in Paris. Also on view is the 
30-inch-tall Cassandra Rising, modeled after 
American Ballet Theatre soloist Cassandra 
Trenary.

Regarding how or why he began using so 
many dancers as models, Mellon said, “While 

by Janis Gibson 

GRACE FARMS
A two-day celebration for Grace 
Farms, a new center for nature,
arts, community, justice and faith,
includes a benefit concert by Aloe 
Blacc on Friday at 7:30. More 
activities take place Saturday; visit 
gracefarmsfoundation.org or call 
203-920-1709.

A DUO
Abigail Washburn and Béla Fleck 
will perform together at the Ridge-
field Playhouse, 80 East Ridge, on 
Friday, Oct. 9, at 8. Tickets are $55; 
for reservations, visit ridgefieldplay-
house.org or call 203-438-5795.

ARTS OUTDOORS
The 34th Bruce Museum Outdoor 
Arts Festival will take place rain 
or shine on the museum grounds 
Saturday and Sunday 10 to 5. More 
than 90 artists will exhibit; bruce-
museum.org or 203-869-0376.

CHILDREN’S SHOW
Sleepy Hollow opens at the Down-
town Cabaret Theatre Children’s 
Theatre on Oct. 10; shows are 
at noon Saturday and Sunday.
Weekend performances continue 
through Nov. 1; for reservation, visit 
mycabaret.org or call 203-576-
1636.

Weekend
NEW CANAAN

Friday, 9
RIDGEFIELD

Weekend
GREENWICH
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Complete WEEKEND listings on page 2B

It’s the perfect time of year to go
apple picking and that is just what my
younger girls did. They each brought
home a basket filled to the top and
immediately started asking for apple
pie, applesauce and, of course, Nana’s
famous apple cake.

Decisions,
decisions!
I love to
make all of
those recipes
but remem-
bered, out of
nowhere, a
baked apple
with a vanilla
creamy custard sauce. The girls were
too young to remember this recipe so
I told them a story about when they
were little with a tiny  kitchen but
some very big recipes that came out
of it!

I remember making these baked
apples for my Mom and Dad when
I was first married, many years ago,
in my kitchen. As soon as I opened
the oven, the aroma filled the entire
apartment and put us all in the perfect
mood for the fall season.

The coffee was perked, the apples
were ready and we all sat down at the
table and ate something better than
we ever expected. Everyone had the
same look on their face, and I knew it
was definitely a winner! They were just
heaven. The creamy sauce was like a
silky vanilla sauce; we actually drank
the leftover crème right from the pot!

If we have to ‘Fall’ backwards......
let’s do it with this dish! These luxuri-
ous apples are a wonderful example
of what Fall has to offer. The aromatic
flavors, along with the warmth this
season brings, remind us that family
and good friends should always be
cherished.

Baked Apples with
Vanilla Bean Custard Crème

4-6 large golden delicious apples (or
any apple of preference) cored

2 tablespoons butter
1/4 – 1/2  cup sherry
1/4 -1/2 cup vanilla  sugar*

See Apples on Page 7B
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Twice Baked
Twins

Joy Paoletti and Judy Vig

See Dance on Page 5B

Atlas, bronze, Alfredo Alea
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Sculptor Marc Mellon, painter Jane Sutherland and photographer Philip Trager at the opening of their exhibi-
tion “Dance” at the Thomas J. Walsh Art Gallery at Fairfield University. Photo (c)Thomas J. Walsh Art Gallery

Exhibit features Marc Mellon, Jane Sutherland & Philip Trager

‘Dance’ in Fairfield

Apples
as inspiration

Cassandra Rising is modeled after American Ballet Theatre soloist Cassandra Trenary, shown with Marc Mellon in his Redding studio.
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Acoustic Celebration fall season, 
Sunday concerts at 4 p.m.  in St.
Stephen’s North Hall, 351 Main St.,
Ridgefield; $20 in advance, $25 at
door except Oct. 18 concert is $25
and $30; reservations: acousticcel-
ebration.org under events 2015-16,
paypal receipt is ticket: Oct. 18,
Canadian four-time Juno winner
David Francey.

Burton Cummings, Up Close an Alone,
Thur., Oct. 8, 8 p.m., tickets $65;
Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East Ridge;
ridgefieldplayhouse.org or 203-438-
5795.

Benefit Concert by Aloe Blacc, Fri.,
Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., part of opening
day celebration at Grace Farms in
New Canaan, proceeds to support
Grace Farms Foundation’s usitic
Inititiative to Help Eradicate Child
Trafficking; evening also includes
performance by Paul Taylor Dance
Company at 6 p.m.; gates open at
5; event concludes at 9:30; 365
Luke’s Wood Rd., New Canaan;
tickets start at $75; avail. online at
gracefarmsfoundation.org or call
203-920-1709.

Fairground Saints, Fri., Oct. 9, 7:30
p.m., Stage One, $17;  Fairfield
Theatre Company, 70 Sanford St.;
fairfieldtheatre.org or 203-259-
1036.

Bela Fleck and Abigail Washburn,
dual banjos, Fri., Oct. 9, 8 p.m.,
$55;  Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East
Ridge; ridgefieldplayhouse.org or
203-438-5795.

Smokey Robinson headlines the Ridge-
field Playhouse’s 15th anniversary
gala, Sat., Oct. 10, $250, 80 East
Ridge; ridgefieldplayhouse.org or
203-438-5795.

Kevin Griffin, of Better Than Ezra,
Sat., Oct. 10, 7:30, Stage One;
$38;  Fairfield Theatre Company, 70
Sanford St.; fairfieldtheatre.org or
203-259-1036.

MacDeMarco, Sat., Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
doors, 8 p.m. show; at the Capitol
Theatre, 149 Westchester Ave., Port
Chester, N.Y.; tickets start at $35;
thecapitoltheatre.com.

Ridgefield Folk fall series at Ridgefield
Library, 472 Main St., 203-438-
2282, ridgefieldlibrary.org: The
Levins, contemporary folk duo, Sun.,
Oct. 11, 2 p.m., (doors open at
1:30), free; Anna Egge, Sun., Nov.
8, 2 p.m.

Jazz Trio, Sun., Oct. 11, 3 p.m.; freewill
donation; presented by Richter
Assoc. for the Arts at Richter House,
100 Aunt Hack Rd., Danbury; info.,
danbury.org/richter or 203-730-
8479.

Jazz at the Westport Arts Center:
Rhythm Future Quartet, Sun., Oct.
11, 4-6 p.m., 51 Riverside Ave.,
Westport; westportartscenter.org or
203-222-7070.

Sun Kil Moon, Sun., Oct. 11, 7:30
p.m., StageOne, $38;  Fairfield
Theatre Company, 70 Sanford St.;
fairfieldtheatre.org or 203-259-
1036.

The Zombies, performing Odessey &
Oracle, Tues., Oct. 13, 8 p.m.; tickets
$65;  Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East
Ridge; ridgefieldplayhouse.org or
203-438-5795.

Choir Festival, High School ChoralFest,
Oct. 15-16, 8 to 4, in Veronica
Hagman Concert Hall of the Visual
and Performing Arts Center, WCSU
Westside campus, 43 Lake Ave. Ext.,
Danbury; info., wcsu.edu.

Renaissance, Thur., Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.,
StageOne, $58;  Fairfield Theatre
Company, 70 Sanford St.; fairfield-
theatre.org or 203-259-1036.

Blue Öyster Cult, Fri., Oct. 16, 7:30,
Warehouse; $55;  Fairfield Theatre

Company, 70 Sanford St.; fairfield-
theatre.org or 203-259-1036.

Pawling Concert Series, Sons of Ser-
endip, quartet, Fri., Oct. 16, 8 p.m.,
Gardiner Theater in the Arts Center,
Trinity-Pawling School, Rte. 22, Pawl-
ing, N.Y.; info., pawlingconcertseries.
org or 845-855-3100.

The Met Live in HD, Otello, Oct. 17,
live at 1 p.m., encore at 6 p.m.;
tickets $25, $20/srs., $5/children,
Quick Center for the Arts, Fairfield
University; 1-877-ARTS-396 or
quickcenter.com.

Greenwich Arts Council’s Curiosity
Concerts, free family concerts: Sat.,
Oct. 17, 2 p.m., with the NY Percus-
sion Group at Audubon Center, 613
Riversville Rd., Greenwich; Sat., Nov.
7, 2 p.m., Haven String Quartet, at
the Greenwich Library, 101 West
Putnam Ave.; res. requested, curiosi-
tyconcerts.org.

Average White Band, Sat., Oct. 17,
7:30, Warehouse, $48;  Fairfield
Theatre Company, 70 Sanford St.;
fairfieldtheatre.org or 203-259-
1036.

Greater Bridgeport Symphony Orches-
tra, A Season of Classics, The Real
Amadeus: An Evening in Vienna with
Mozart Favorites, Sat.,Oct. 17, 8
p.m., incl. Symphony No. 10, Sym-
phony No. 29, Violin Concerto No. 4
in D major and Symphony No. 13,
conducted by violinist Deborah Wong
from the concertmaster’s chair;
tickets $29 to $59; all children 18
and younger, $10; Klein Auditorium,
910 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport; res.,
gbs.org or 203-576-0263.

Fall Concerts at Caramoor Center
for Music and the Arts, 149 Girdle
Ridge Rd., Katonah, N.Y.; caramoor.
org or 914-232-1252: Billy Strings
& Don Julin, Cole Quest and the City
Pickers, Sat., Oct. 17, 8 p.m.; St.
Lawrence String Quartet, Sat., Oct.
24, 8 p.m.; Spooky Tales: Stories to
Tickle Your Spine, Fri., Oct. 30, 3:30
p.m.; Classical Legends & Rising

Stars, Sat., Oct. 31, 8 p.m. and Sun.,
Nov. 1, 4 p.m.

Gailfean, Irish Traditional Music group,
Sat., Oct. 17, 8 p.m., tickets $20 in
adv., $25/door, cash or check pay-
able to Brian Conway; First Baptist
Church of White Plains, 456 North
St., White Plains, N.Y.; info., 914-
949-5207.

Connecticut Alliance for Music, Xiao
Wang, violin, winner of the 2014
Heida Hermanns International Music
Competition, Sun., Oct. 18, 3 p.m.,
at a private home in Westport/Fair-
field; tickets $35; driving directions
provided on reservation, camusic.
org/tickets.

The United Kingdom Ukulele Orches-
tra, Sun., Oct. 18, 4 p.m.; tickets
$30/$35; The Palace Danbury, 165
Main St.; thepalacedanbury.com or
203-794-9944.

Evensong, sung by the teenage and
adult choristers of Christ & Holy
Trinity Episcopal Church, corner
Myrtle Ave. and Church Lane, West-
port; Sun., Oct. 18, 5 p.m.; info.,
chtwestport.org/music-arts or call
203-227-0827.

Rainy Day People/The Lightfood and
Croce Tribute, Sun., Oct. 18, 7:30,
StageOne, $28;  Fairfield Theatre
Company, 70 Sanford St.; fairfield-
theatre.org or 203-259-1036.

Peter Frampton, with Julian Frampton,
Mon., Oct. 19, 8 p.m., tickets $125;
Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East Ridge;
ridgefieldplayhouse.org or 203-438-
5795.

Michael McDonald, Tues., Oct. 20, 8
p.m., tickets $175, $130, $115;
Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East Ridge;
ridgefieldplayhouse.org or 203-438-
5795.

An Evening of Art, Wine and Jazz with
Spyro Gyra, Thur., Oct. 22, 8 p.m.,
comp. wine tastings  in the lobby at
7:15; tickets $40, $35;  Ridgefield
Playhouse, 80 East Ridge; ridgefield-
playhouse.org or 203-438-5795.

WCSU Jazz Combos, Fri., Oct. 23, 8

p.m., Visual and Performing Arts
Center, Westside Campus, 43 Lake
Ave. Ext., Danbury; res., 203-837-
8732.

Faculty Recital, featuring Dr. Russell
Hirshfield on piano, Sat., Oct. 24,
5 p.m., Visual and Performing Arts
Center, Westside Campus, 43 Lake
Ave. Ext., Danbury; res., 203-837-
8732.

Handel’s Israel in Egypt, featuring
double chorus and The Sebastians
period orchestra, Sat., Oct. 24, 8
p.m., Norwalk Concert Hall, 125 East
Ave.; presented by Music on the Hill
and the Unitarian Church in West-
port; Edward Thompson, conductor;
info., musiconthehillCT.org or call
203-529-3133.

Guitar Masters featuring Anndy
McKee, Antoine Dufour & Trevor
Gordon Hall, Sat., Oct. 24, 8 p.m.,
tickets $45;  Ridgefield Playhouse,
80 East Ridge; ridgefieldplayhouse.
org or 203-438-5795.

Stamford Symphony, Sat., Oct. 24, 8
p.m. and Sun., Oct. 25, 3 p.m., The
Palace Theatre, 61 Atlantic St.; stam-
fordsymphony.org or 203-325-1407.

WCSU Symphony Band and New
Music Ensemble, Sun., Oct. 25, 3
p.m., Visual and Performing Arts
Center, Westside Campus, 43 Lake
Ave. Ext., Danbury; res., 203-837-
8732.

Newtown Friends of Music, The Atos
Trio, Sun., Oct. 25, 3 p.m., works by
Czech composers; Edmond Town
Hall, 45 Main St., Newtown; info.,
newtownfriendsofmusic.org or call
203-426-6470.

Dave Davies, Tues., Oct. 27, 8 p.m.,
$50;  Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East
Ridge; ridgefieldplayhouse.org or
203-438-5795.

Community Sing-Alongs, Sundays 3-4
p.m., Nov. 15, Jan. 10, March 6, May
8, with Faith Ferry, Deborah Katchko-
Gray and Edwin Taylor, musical hosts;
Ridgefield Library, 472 Main St.;
info., email cantordebbie@gmail.

* = Suitable for Children

The Zombies
The Zombies will perform their classic album Odessey & Oracle, live and in its entirety, on Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 
8 at the Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East Ridge.Tickets are $65; for reservations, visit ridgefieldplayhouse.org or 
call 203-438-5795.

SOUNDOFMUSIC

I never took dance as a 
kid, I always loved watch-
ing dance. When I started 
sculpting, many of the 
school models were danc-
ers ... when I hired my own 
models I gravitated toward 
the dancers. They were 
beautifully toned, hard-
working and used to work-
ing with demanding dance 
teachers and choreographers, 
and eager to see their own 
personal quest for beauty 
immortalized in another 
medium. 

“The process of work-
ing with my dancer models 
is truly collaborative,” he 
continued. “Dancers make 
dance their life, it is their 
core competency; I depend 
on their expertise to tell me 
what is right and wrong. 
I pick my models care-
fully. Lisa is my longest-term 
model; I began working 
with her at 19; she is now 
53. I also work with young
local dancers; my models for 
the pas de deux series were 
Isaac Lerner of Redding, 
now a senior at Hartt School 
of Dance in West Haven, 
and Margaux Amara of 
Ridgefield, who is a sopho-
more at UConn studying 
pre-med.”

Jane Sutherland’s por-
tion of the show comprises 
a suite of eight oil-on-linen 

and one oil-on-wood paint-
ings and four charcoal-on-
Arches paper drawings titled 
Recasting Little Dancer, 
based on Edgar Degas’ 
renowned 1881 sculpture 
by of a young student of 
the Paris Opera Ballet dance 
school, titled Little Dancer 
Aged Fourteen. The origi-
nal wax figure was tinted to 
simulate flesh, clothed in a 
real bodice, tutu, and bal-
let slippers and topped by a 
horsehair wig tied with a silk 
ribbon. It caused a scandal 
when first exhibited, and 
was out of sight for decades. 
It was only after Degas’ 
death that some 30 bronzes 
of it were cast.

Sutherland said she has 
been working on the series 
on and off for a long time 
and calls her work a familiar 
image in a different medium. 
“I was inspired by the image 
as a young girl, when I saw 
the sculpture at Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. Later, I 
saw the original wax statue 
undergoing conservation at 
the National Gallery of Art 
in Washington and started 
researching it. It turn out 
that every museum or gallery 
puts on its own skirt and 
ribbon. I paint her to scale, 
but from different angles, 
bringing attention to the 
young girl, and even though 
the statue is the same, the 
differing costumes make the 
total look like a dance class.”

She noted that the model 
was a Belgian girl named 
Marie van Goethem, and 
the sculpture shows a figure 
on the verge of becoming 
a young woman. “Marie 

wanted to become the most 
famous ballerina in the 
world,” she added, “...and I 
guess she has.”

Philip Trager has been 
among the foremost 
American art photogra-
phers for more than 40 
years, publishing his first 
monograph in 1972, and 10 
volumes to date, with two 
more slated by the end of 
next year. He was a pioneer 
in photographing modern 
dancers mid-dance outdoors 
and amid nature, capturing 
them seemingly suspended 
in air. He has 21 prints, 
primarily gelatin silver and 
platinum/palladium, in the 
show, taken between 1988 
and 1994. Among the danc-
ers and dance companies 
shown are Eiko and Komo, 
Bill T. Jones, Mark Morris, 
the Second Hand Dance 
Company and Jacob’s Pillow.

“I am especially pleased 
to be a part of in this exhi-
bition,” Trager said, “since 
Fairfield University is such 
a vital and important part 
of our town’s cultural atmo-
sphere.”

A number of events are 

scheduled at the Walsh 
Gallery in conjunction with 
this exhibition, and the 
Regina A. Quick Center will 
also complement the exhibit 
with a series of ticketed 
contemporary dance pro-
grams. Performers include 
Evidence/Ronald K. Brown 
on Oct. 16, Emily Coates 
and Sarah Demers on Nov. 
15, and Savion Glover’s 
Dance Holiday Spectacular 
on Dec. 6. Judith Jamison, 
artistic director emerita of 
the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater, will speak 
at the Open Visions Forum 
on Jan. 31, at 3 p.m. Tickets 
for these events are available 
through the Quick Center 
Box Office, 203-254-4010 or 
at quickcenter.com 

The Walsh Art Gallery is 
located in the Center for 
the Arts on the campus of 
Fairfield University, 1073 
North Benson Road. For 
additional information, visit 
fairfield.edu/walshgallery or 
call 203-254-4242. For more 
information on the artists, 
visit their websites, marcmel-
lon.com, janesutherland.com 
and philiptrager.com.
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Join the Backstage Buzz - 
Text RPlayHouse to 71441 for special info

THE RIDGEFIELD PLAYHOUSE
for movies and the performing arts

Non-profit 501 (c) (3)

203.438.5795
RIDGEFIELDPLAYHOUSE.ORG
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